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CITY OF CORONA 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 

TO: Attached Distribution List FROM: Jason Moquin, Senior Planner 
400 S. Vicentia Ave. 
Corona, CA 92882 

 
SUBJECT:  Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 

The City of Corona will be the Lead Agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the project 
identified below.  We would like to know your thoughts as to the scope and content of the environmental information in 
connection with the proposed project.   

This Notice of Preparation contains the location, background, and description of the project.  An initial study has not been 
prepared for the proposed project, as the City has determined that all but one of the environmental issues (mineral 
resources) found on the City’s environmental checklist will be addressed in the EIR.  The issues to be addressed in the 
EIR include the following: 

• Aesthetics    • Agriculture and Forestry Resources • Air Quality  

• Biological Resources   • Cultural Resources   • Geology and Soils  

• Greenhouse Gas Emissions  • Hazards/Hazardous Materials  • Hydrology and Water Quality  

• Land Use and Planning   • Noise     • Population and Housing  

• Public Services    • Transportation/Traffic   • Utilities  

• Mandatory Findings of Significance 

Si necesita translación en Espanol favor de llamar al 951-736-2262 

 A copy of the Initial Study IS attached. 

 A copy of the Initial Study IS NOT attached. 

 The proposed project IS considered a project of statewide, regional or areawide significance.   

 The proposed project IS NOT considered a project of statewide, regional or areawide significance.   

 The proposed project WILL affect highways or other facilities under the jurisdiction of the State Department of 
Transportation.   

 The proposed project WILL NOT affect highways or other facilities under the jurisdiction of the State 
Department of Transportation.   

 A scoping meeting WILL be held by the lead agency.  

 A scoping meeting WILL NOT be held by the lead agency. 

 
If the project meets the criteria requiring the scoping meeting, or if the agency voluntarily elects to hold such a meeting, 
the date, time and location of the scoping meeting are as follows:  

Date:  March 4, 2014 Time:  6:30 PM Location:  City of Corona Public Library – 650 S. Main Street, Corona 
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Your response must be sent at the earliest possible date, but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice.  Please send 
your response to Jason Moquin, Senior Planner, at the address shown above, by March 5, 2014.  

Project Title: Skyline Heights Project 

Project Location – Specific: Identify street 
address and cross street or attach a map 
showing project site (preferably a USGS 15’ or 
7 ½’ topographical map identified by 
quadrangle name): 

The project area is located generally south of the proposed westerly 
extension of Foothill Parkway, east of Paseo Grande and west of Trudy 
Way.  The project area includes 38 parcels totaling 421.2 acres, all of 
which are located in the unincorporated area of Riverside County but 
within the City of Corona Sphere of Influence. 

See Figures 1 and 2 below for an illustration of the Project site location 
and proposed annexation area, respectively. 

Project Description: The project involves the annexation of 421.2 acres into the City of Corona. 
The annexation is accompanied by a tentative tract map to subdivide 
approximately 271 acres into 291 single family residential lots.  The 
development will also include non-buildable lettered lots that will be set 
aside for landscaping and natural open space, streets and utilities.  
Richland Developers is the project proponent and has submitted the 
following applications to the City of Corona: 

 General Plan Amendment 13-003 (GPA13-003): Amendment to 
Corona’s General Plan Sphere of Influence Land Use Plan (westerly 
sphere) to amend 421.2 acres from Rural Residential I (0.2 – 0.5 
dwelling units/acre) to Low Density Residential (3-6 du/ac) on 384.47 
acres and Open Space on 36.73 acres. 

 Change of Zone 13-002 (CZ13-002): Application to prezone 36.73 acres 
to Open Space, 113.56 acres to Agriculture and 270.91 acres to R-1-7.2 
(single family residential, 7,200 square foot minimum lot size) located in 
the city’s sphere of influence (westerly sphere) to facilitate the 
annexation of the property into the City of Corona.        

 Annexation 117: Annexation of 421.2 acres from the unincorporated 
area of Riverside County into the City of Corona. 

 Tentative Tract Map 36544 (TTM 36544): Subdivision of 270.91 acres 
into 291 single family residential lots including numerous lettered lots to 
be set aside for open space, slope landscaping, streets and utilities in the 
proposed R-1-7.2 Zone being proposed under CZ13-002. 

See Figure 1 below for an illustration of the proposed Project site plan. 

Project Applicant (if any): Richland Developers 

California Environmental Protection Agency 
Hazardous Waste List (if applicable): 

N/A 

 
Date:  January 31, 2014 Signature:       

Title: Senior Planner 

Telephone: (951) 736-2268 

Consulting firm retained to prepare draft EIR (if applicable): 

Name: PCR Services Corporation 

Address: 1 Venture Plaza, Suite 150 

City/State/Zip: Irvine, CA 92618 

Contact Person: David A. Crook, AICP, Principal Planner 

Reference:  California Code of Regulations, Title 14 (CEQA Guidelines) Sections 15082(a), 15103, 15375. 



FIGUREProject Loca on and Tenta ve Tract Map 
Skyline Heights Project 1

Source: KWC Engineering, Inc., 2013.

N

P C R



P C R

FIGUREAerial Photo and Proposed Annexa on Area Map
Skyline Heights Project 2

Source: KWC Engineering, Inc., 2013.
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March 5, 2014

Mr. Jason Moquin
Senior Planner
City of Corona
400 South Vicentia
Corona, CA 92880
jasonm@ci. corona, ca. us

RE: SCAG Comments on the Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for
the Skyline Heights Project [IGR7965]

Dear Mr. Moquin:

Thank you for submitting the Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the
Skyline Heights Project to the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) for
review and comment. SCAG is the authorized regional agency for Inter-Governmental
Review (IGR) of programs proposed for federal financial assistance and direct development
activities, pursuant to Presidential Executive Order 12372. Additionally, SCAG reviews the
Environmental Impact Reports of projects of regional significance for consistency with
regional plans pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA
Guidelines.

SCAG is also the designated Regional Transportation Planning Agency under state law, and
is responsible for preparation of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) including its
Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) component pursuant to SB 375. As the
clearinghouse for regionally significant projects per Executive Order 12372, SCAG reviews
the consistency of local plans, projects, and programs with regional plans.1 Guidance
provided by these reviews is intended to assist local agencies and project sponsors to take
actions that contribute to the attainment of the regional goals and policies in the RTP/SCS.

SCAG staff has reviewed the Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the
Skyline Heights Project. The proposed project involves the annexation of 421.2 acres into the
City of Corona accompanied by a tentative tract map to subdivide approximately 271 acres
into 291 single-family residential lots located in the City of Corona, California.

When available, please send environmental documentation to SCAG's office in Los
Angeles or by email to leep@scag.ca.gov providing, at a minimum, the full comment
period for review. If you have any questions regarding the attached comments, please
contact Pamela Lee at (213) 236-1895 or leep(o)scaq.ca.gov. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Nadler,
Manager, Compliance and Performance Assessment

1 SB 375 amends CEQA to add Chapter 4.2 Implementation of the Sustainable Communities Strategy, which allows for certain CEQA
streamlining for projects consistent with the RTP/SCS. Lead agencies (including local jurisdictions) maintain the discretion and will be solely
responsible for determining "consistency" of any future project with the SCS. Any "consistency" finding by SCAG pursuant to the IGR process
should not be construed as a finding of consistency under SB 375 for purposes of CEQA streamlining.

The Regional Council consists of 84 elected officials representing 191 cities, six counties, six County Transportation Commissions, one representative
from iheTranspof tatton Corridor Agencies, one Tribal Government representative and one representative for the Air Districts within Southern Californi forma.
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March 5, 2014
Mr. Moquin

SCAG No. IGR7965

COMMENTS ON THE NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT FOR THE SKYLINE HEIGHTS PROJECT

[SCAG NO. IGR7965]

CONSISTENCY WITH RTP/SCS

SCAG reviews environmental documents for regionally significant projects for their consistency with the
adopted RTP/SCS.

RTP/SCS Goals

The 2012 RTP/SCS links the goal of sustaining mobility with the goals of fostering economic development,
enhancing the environment, reducing energy consumption, promoting transportation-friendly development
patterns, and encouraging fair and equitable access to residents affected by socio-economic, geographic and
commercial limitations (see http://rtpscs.scaq.ca.gov). The goals included in the 2012 RTP/SCS may be
pertinent to the proposed project. These goals are meant to provide guidance for considering the proposed
project within the context of regional goals and policies. Among the relevant goals of the 2012 RTP/SCS
are the following:

SCAG 2012 RTP/SCS GOALS

RTP/SCS G1: Align the plan investments and policies with improving regional economic development and
competitiveness

RTP/SCS G2: Maximize mobility and accessibility for all people and goods in the region

RTP/SCS G3: Ensure travel safety and reliability for all people and goods in the region

RTP/SCS G4: Preserve and ensure a sustainable regional transportation system

RTP/SCS G5: Maximize the productivity of our transportation system

RTP/SCS G6: Protect the environment and health for our residents by improving air quality and encouraging
active transportation (non-motorized transportation, such as bicycling and walking)

RTP/SCS G7: Actively encourage and create incentives for energy efficiency, where possible

RTP/SCS G8: Encourage land use and growth patterns that facilitate transit and non-motorized transportation

RTP/SCS G9: Maximize the security of the regional transportation system through improved system
__ monitoring, rapid recovery planning, and coordination with other security agencies

For ease of review, we encourage the use of a side-by-side comparison of SCAG goals with discussions
of the consistency, non-consistency or non-applicability of the policy and supportive analysis in a table
format. Suggested format is as follows:

Page 2



March 5, 2014
Mr. Moquin

SCAG No. IGR7965

SCAG 2012 RTP/SCS Goals

Goal

RTP/SCS G1:

RTP/SCS G2:

etc.

Align the plan investments and policies with improving
regional economic development and competitiveness.

Maximize mobility and accessibility for all people and
goods in the region.

etc.

Analysis

Consistent: Statement as to why
Not-Consistent: Statement as to why
or
Not Applicable: Statement as to why

DEIR page number reference

Consistent: Statement as to why
Not-Consistent: Statement as to why
or
Not Applicable: Statement as to why

DEIR page number reference

etc.

RTP/SCS Strategies

To achieve the goals of the 2012 RTP/SCS, a wide range of strategies are included in SCS Chapter
(starting on page 152) of the RTP/SCS focusing on four key areas: 1) Land Use Actions and Strategies;
2) Transportation Network Actions and Strategies; 3} Transportation Demand Management (TDM)
Actions and Strategies and; 4) Transportation System Management (TSM) Actions and Strategies. If
applicable to the proposed project, please refer to these strategies as guidance for considering the
proposed project within the context of regional goals and policies. To access a listing of the strategies,
please visit http://rtpscs.scaq.ca.gov/Documents/2012/final/f2Q12RTPSCS.pdf (Tables 4.3-4.7,
beginning on page 152).

Regional Growth Forecasts

The Draft EIR for the Skyline Heights Project should reflect the most recently adopted SCAG forecasts
(see http://scaa.ca.qov/Documents/2012AdoptedGrowthForeca5tPDF.pdf). which consists of the 2012
RTP/SCS population, household and employment forecasts. The forecasts for the region and applicable
jurisdictions are below.

Forecast

Population

Households
Employment

Adopted SCAG Region Wide
Forecasts

Year 2020
19,663,000

6,458,000
8,414,000

Year 2035

22,091,000
7,325,000
9,441 ,000

Adopted City of Corona
Forecasts

Year 2020

155,800

46,100
88,300

Year 2035

164,600
48,800
105,000

MITIGATION

SCAG staff recommends that you review the SCAG 2012 RTP/SCS Final Program EIR Mitigation Measures
for guidance, as appropriate. See Chapter 6 (beginning on page 143) at:
http://rtpscs.scag.ca.gov/Documents/peir/2012/final/Final2012PEIR.pdf

As referenced in Chapter 6, a comprehensive list of example mitigation measures that may be considered as
appropriate is included in Appendix G: Examples of Measures that Could Reduce Impacts from Planning,
Development and Transportation Projects. Appendix G can be accessed at:
http://rtpscs.scag.ca.gov/Documents/peir/2012/final/2012fPEIR AppendixG ExampleMeasures.pdf
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March 4, 2014 
 
Attn: Jason Moquin, Senior Planner 
City of Corona, Community Development Department 
400 S. Vicente Ave, 
Corona, CA 92882 
 
Re: Skyline Heights Project EIR (GPA13-003; TM 36544) 
 
The Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians appreciates your observance of Tribal Cultural Resources 
and their preservation in your project.  The information provided to us on said project has been 
assessed through our Cultural Resource Department, where it was concluded that although it is 
outside the existing reservation, the project area does fall within the bounds of our Tribal 
Traditional Use Areas.  The Soboba Band is not opposed to the proposed amendments 
(Annexation 117; CZ 13-002; and the subdivision and landscaping of TTM 36544) associated 
with this project.  We are, however, concerned with inadvertent discoveries that may be 
unearthed during the future ground-disturbing activities associated with the Skyline Heights 
Project.  
 
Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians is requesting the following: 
 

1. Government to Government consultation in accordance to SB18. Including the transfer of 
information to the Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians regarding the progress of this project should 
be done as soon as new developments occur.  

 
2.  Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians continues to act as a consulting tribal entity for this project. 
 
3. Working in and around traditional use areas intensifies the possibility of encountering cultural 

resources during the construction/excavation phase.  For this reason the Soboba Band of Luiseño 
Indians requests that a Native American monitoring component be included as a mitigation 
measure for the Environmental Impact Report.   The Tribe is requesting that a Treatment and 
Dispositions Agreement between the developer and The Soboba Band be provided to the City of 
Corona prior to the issuance of a grading permit and before conducting any additional 
archaeological fieldwork 

 
4. Request that proper procedures be taken and requests of the tribe be honored 

(Please see the attachment) 
 
The Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians is requesting a face-to-face meeting between the City of 
Corona and the Soboba Cultural Resource Department.  Please contact me at your earliest 
convenience either by email or phone in order to make arrangements. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joseph Ontiveros 
Cultural Resource Director 
Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians 
P.O. Box 487 
San Jacinto, CA 92581 
Phone (951) 654-5544 ext. 4137 
Cell (951) 663-5279 
jontiveros@soboba-nsn.gov 

mailto:jontiveros@soboba-nsn.gov


 

 
 
 
Cultural Items (Artifacts).  Ceremonial items and items of cultural patrimony reflect traditional 
religious beliefs and practices of the Soboba Band.  The Developer should agree to return all 
Native American ceremonial items and items of cultural patrimony that may be found on the 
project site to the Soboba Band for appropriate treatment.  In addition, the Soboba Band requests 
the return of all other cultural items (artifacts) that are recovered during the course of 
archaeological investigations.  When appropriate and agreed upon in advance, the Developer’s 
archeologist may conduct analyses of certain artifact classes if required by CEQA, Section 106 of 
NHPA, the mitigation measures or conditions of approval for the Project.  This may include but is 
not limited or restricted to include shell, bone, ceramic, stone or other artifacts. 
 
The Developer should waive any and all claims to ownership of Native American ceremonial and 
cultural artifacts that may be found on the Project site.  Upon completion of authorized and 
mandatory archeological analysis, the Developer should return said artifacts to the Soboba Band 
within a reasonable time period agreed to by the Parties and not to exceed (30) days from the 
initial recovery of the items.  
 
 
 
Treatment and Disposition of Remains.   
  

A. The Soboba Band shall be allowed, under California Public Resources 
Code § 5097.98 (a), to (1) inspect the site of the discovery and (2) make determinations 
as to how the human remains and grave goods shall be treated and disposed of with 
appropriate dignity.  
 

B. The Soboba Band, as MLD, shall complete its inspection within twenty-
four (24) hours of receiving notification from either the Developer or the NAHC, as 
required by California Public Resources Code § 5097.98 (a).  The Parties agree to discuss 
in good faith what constitutes "appropriate dignity" as that term is used in the applicable 
statutes.   

 
C. Reburial of human remains shall be accomplished in compliance with the 

California Public Resources Code § 5097.98 (a) and (b).  The Soboba Band, as the MLD 
in consultation with the Developer, shall make the final discretionary determination 
regarding the appropriate disposition and treatment of human remains. 

  
D. All parties are aware that the Soboba Band may wish to rebury the 

human remains and associated ceremonial and cultural items (artifacts) on or near, the 
site of their discovery, in an area that shall not be subject to future subsurface 
disturbances.  The Developer should accommodate on-site reburial in a location mutually 
agreed upon by the Parties. 

 
E. The term "human remains" encompasses more than human bones 

because the Soboba Band's traditions periodically necessitated the ceremonial burning of 
human remains.  Grave goods are those artifacts associated with any human remains.  
These items, and other funerary remnants and their ashes are to be treated in the same 
manner as human bone fragments or bones that remain intact. 

 



 

 
Coordination with County Coroner’s Office.  The Lead Agencies and the Developer should 
immediately contact both the Coroner and the Soboba Band in the event that any human remains 
are discovered during implementation of the Project.  If the Coroner recognizes the human 
remains to be those of a Native American, or has reason to believe that they are those of a Native 
American, the Coroner shall ensure that notification is provided to the NAHC within twenty-four 
(24) hours of the determination, as required by California Health and Safety Code § 7050.5 (c). 
 
Non-Disclosure of Location Reburials.  It is understood by all parties that unless otherwise 
required by law, the site of any reburial of Native American human remains or cultural artifacts 
shall not be disclosed and shall not be governed by public disclosure requirements of the 
California Public Records Act. The Coroner, parties, and Lead Agencies, will be asked to 
withhold public disclosure information related to such reburial, pursuant to the specific 
exemption set forth in California Government Code § 6254 (r).  
Ceremonial items and items of cultural patrimony reflect traditional religious beliefs and practices 
of the Soboba Band.  The Developer agrees to return all Native American ceremonial items and 
items of cultural patrimony that may be found on the project site to the Soboba Band for 
appropriate treatment.  In addition, the Soboba Band requests the return of all other cultural items 
(artifacts) that are recovered during the course of archaeological investigations.  Where 
appropriate and agreed upon in advance, Developer’s archeologist may conduct analyses of 
certain artifact classes if required by CEQA, Section 106 of NHPA, the mitigation measures or 
conditions of approval for the Project.  This may include but is not limited or restricted to include 
shell, bone, ceramic, stone or other artifacts. 
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