STATE OF CALIFORNIA
NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

915 CAPITOL MALL, ROOM 364 MAY - 4 2008
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

(916) 653-6251

Fax {916) 657-5390 Community Development Dept,
Web Site www.nahc.ca.gov

e-mail: ds_nahc@pacbell.net

May 1, 2009

Mr. Jason Moquin

CITY OF CORONA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
400 S. Vincentia Avenue

Corona, CA 92882

Re: SCH#2009041015; CEQA Notice of Preparation (NOP); draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR); for the
Rancho de Paseo Valencia (Tract 34760, SPA08-005 & Annexation 110) Project located in the City of Corona;
Riverside County, California

Dear Mr. Moquin:

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) is the state ‘trustee agency’ pursuant to Public
Resources Code §21070 designated to protect California’s Native American Cultural Resources. The California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that any project that causes a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an historical resource, that includes archaeological resources, is a ‘significant effect’ requiring the
preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) per the California Code of Regulations §15064.5(b)(c )}(f) CEQA
guidelines). Section 15382 of the 2007 CEQA Guidelines defines a significant impact on the environment as “a
substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of physical conditions within an area affected by the
proposed project, including ... objects of historic or aesthetic significance.”  In order to comply with this provision,
the lead agency is required to assess whether the project will have an adverse impact on these resources within the
‘area of potential effect (APEY, and if so, to mitigate that effect. To adequately assess the project-related impacts on
historical resources, the Commission recommends the following action:

v Contact the appropriate California Historic Resources Information Center (CHRIS) for possible ‘recorded sites’ in

locations where the development will or might occur.. Contact information for the Information Center nearest you is

available from the State Office of Historic Preservation (916/653-7278)/ http://www.ohp.parks.ca.gov. The record

search will determine:

= |fa part or the entire APE has been previously surveyed for cultural resources.

= [fany known cultural resources have already been recorded in or adjacent to the APE.

= [|f the probability is low, moderate, or high that cultural resources are located in the APE.

= |fasurvey is required to determine whether previously unrecorded cultural resources are present.

¥ If an archaeological inventory survey is required, the final stage is the preparation of a professional report detailing

the findings and recommendations of the records search and field survey.

= The final report containing site forms, site significance, and mitigation measurers should be submitted
immediately to the planning department. All information regarding site locations, Native American human
remains, and associated funerary objects should be in a separate confidential addendum, and not be made
available for pubic disclosure.

= The final written report should be submitted within 3 months after work has been completed to the appropriate
regional archaeological Information Center.

v The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) performed:
* A Sacred Lands File (SLF) search of the project ‘area of potential effect (APE)": The results: No known
Native American Cultural Resources were identified within one-half mile of the ‘area of potential effect’
(APE)... However the NAHC SLF is not exhaustive and local tribal contacts should be consulted from the
attached list and the there are Native American cultural resources in close proximity..

The NAHC advises the use of Native American Monitors, also, when professional archaeologists or the

equivalent are employed by project proponents, in order to ensure proper identification and care given cultural

resources that may be discovered. The NAHC, FURTHER, recommends that contact be made with Native

American Contacts on the attached list to get their input on potential IMPACT of the project (APE) on cultural

resources.. In some cases, the existence of a Native American cultural resources may be known only to a local

tribe(s) or Native Ametrican individuals or elders.

=  Lack of surface evidence of archeological resources does not preclude their subsurface existence.

= Lead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provisions for the identification and evaluation of
accidentally discovered archeological resources, per California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) §15064.5 (f).
In areas of identified archaeological sensitivity, a certified archaeologist and a culturally affiliated Native
American, with knowledge in cultural resources, should monitor all ground-disturbing activities.




=  Again, a culturally-affiliated Native American tribe may be the only source of information about a Sacred
Site/Native American cultural resource.

= |ead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provisions for the disposition of recovered artifacts, in
consultation with culturally affiliated Native Americans.

v Lead agencies should include provisions for discovery of Native American human remains or unmarked cemeteries

in their mitigation plans.
*  CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.5(d) requires the lead agency to work with the Native Americans identified
by this Commission if the initial Study identifies the presence or likely presence of Native American human
remains within the APE. CEQA Guidelines provide for agreements with Native American, identified by the
NAHC, to assure the appropriate and dignified treatment of Native American human remains and any associated
grave liens.

v Health and Safety Code §7050.5, Public Resources Code §5097.98 and Sec. §15064.5 (d) of the California Code

of Regulations (CEQA Guidelines) mandate procedures to be followed, including that construction or excavation be

stopped in the event of an accidental discovery of any human remains in a location other than a dedicated cemetery

until the county coroner or medical examiner can determine whether the remains are those of a Native American. .

Note that §7052 of the Health & Safety Code states that disturbance of Native American cemeteries is a felony.

v_Lead agencies should consider avoidance, as defined in §15370 of the California Code of Regulations (CEQA

Guidelines), when significant cultural resources are discovered during the course of project planning and

implementation

Please fee} free to contagt me at (916) 653-6251 if you have any questions.

Dave Singleton
Program Analyst

Attachment: List of Native American Contacts

Ce: State Clearinghouse



