JunE 2011

Section 9
Public Workshops

GOALS

To inform the public about
recommended alignments and
gather feedback.

SANTA ANA RiVER TRAIL MASTER PLAN

PROJECT PROCESS

Identified dates and locations for
public workshops.

Developed a contact list, and emailed
and mailed information to contacts
about the workshops, including
copies of the flyers for posting in
public venues.

Distributed press releases about the
public workshops to local newspapers.

Posted the workshop dates and
locations on the County of Riverside,
City of Corona, City of Norco, JCSD, and
SAWPA websites.

Developed a Power Point presenta-
tion of the recommended alignments,
including maps, sections and key text.

Hosted 3 workshops, 1 each in Corona,

Norco and Riverside. The workshops

consisted of:

* Power Point of 3 alternatives,

* Break-out group discussions,

* Break-out group summaries, and
written and oral comments.

Cataloged and responded to
comments.

Emailed comments and responses to
workshop attendees.
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Introduction

A Master Plan for the unfinished segments of the Santa Ana River Trail in Orange, River-
side and San Bernardino Counties was prepared in 2004. It explored optional alignments
and recommended temporary and permanent alignments. Public input was incorporated
into the plan, and it was approved by the Riverside County Board of Supervisors and the
City of Corona City Council.

This study was designed to build on the 2004 Master Plan. Focusing on the reaches of the
trail between SR-71, downstream, and Hidden Valley Wildlife Area, upstream, it explored
the technical requirements for constructing the trail and the environmental impacts of the
potential trail alignments. Further, meetings were held with land managing agencies to
identify compatible areas for the trail alignment. Using the information gained, a recom-
mended alignment was selected and presented and discussed at three public workshops as
follows:

*  June 8,2010, Norco CA,

e June 10,2010, Corona, CA, and

*  July 21, 2010, Riverside CA.*

Overview of Public Input

The three public workshops were attended by over 120 potential trail users, including bicy-
clists and equestrians, and city and county staff from jurisdictions within and surrounding
the project area. After consideration of the Power Point presentation and break-out discus-
sions of the information presented, attendees provided written and oral comments related
to the following main topics:

* Signage,

* Staging/Rest Areas,

e Class II Bike Lanes, and

*  Safety.

Comments and responses are summarized in Table 9-1 following this section.
In particular attendees expressed support for:

Signage
* Regulatory signage that would clarify safe trail practices, and trail etiquette,
* Interpretive signage,
*  Wayfinding signage that would identify:
* The current location of the user,
* Connections to other trails, recreational facilities, and public transportation,
*  Restrooms and drinking water, and
*  Nearby community facilities, such as public transit.

SANTA ANA River TRAIL MASTER PLAN

Staging/Rest Areas

Equestrian facilities at staging areas,
Restrooms and water at staging areas, and
Overnight parking/camping.

Class Il Bike Lanes

Safety

Class I Bikeways (off the street),

Avoiding at-grade crossings,

Using Bike Boxes (striped waiting area), and
Staying within view of the river.

Safety fencing,

Providing an adequately wide, separated trail lane on bridges,
Avoiding conflicts with pedestrians and vehicles,

Adequate emergency access,

Keeping equestrian trails off of the street,

Equestrian accessible traffic signal buttons, and

Minimum 36” wide access for wheelchairs.

Other

Keeping existing, river trail routes open after the Santa Ana
River Trail is built.
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